THE  FREEDOM  OF  THE   CHURCH
shocked all but fanatical Catholics ; the quarrels over Jansenism
and Quietism shocked many more; and the close alliance of
the Church with all that was most rotten in the existing order
of society alienated from her all the critics of that order: the
spiritual deadness of the Church, the courtier sycophancy of her
leaders, were not atoned for by the devotion of many a parish
priest, ignorant and scandalously ill-paid, but at least loving his
flock.
The storm that first shook and then carried away the Throne
could not but shake the Altar, and the more the higher clergy
sought to identify the two the deeper grew the breach between
Church and Revolution. We need not repeat an oft-told story,
nor ask whether the breach was inevitable: no authoritative
answer to that question can be given : it depends too much
on personal conceptions as to the ultimate character of the
Church and of the revolutionary movement. Enough be it
to say that, having refused to proffer the oath of allegiance
demanded by the Republic, the vast majority of priests found
themselves outlawed, while the property of the Church was
confiscated and Catholic services forbidden; and although
actual persecution was shortlived, and practical toleration
became general, the Church and her clergy were without a
legal status and the faith of the majority of the French people
existed on bare sufferance.
Such a state of things could not continue, and Napoleon, on
taking up power in 1799, realized the necessity of securing a
definite legal status to the Church. The Concordat is a striking
proof of the desperate anxiety with which the Church sought
reinstatement in the country which had been her " Eldest
Daughter/' That the recognition of the Church as an integral
part of society and her direct subsidizing by the State, as a
compensation for a disendowment that could not be undone,
marked a certain surrender on the part of a government that
still professed to be the negation of the ancien regime is true
enough; that Napoleon would have liked the Church to be so
completely a province of the State as to be entirely free from
all contact with another Power is also certain: his ideal of a
Church was that of a national body owing no allegiance but to
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